
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A PRIVATE HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION APARTMENT AND A RENTAL APARTMENT
Understanding the difference between a Private Housing Association Apartment and a Tenancy let 
apartment is not always easy. Below you will find a guide high lighting the differences and hopefully 
making it a little clearer to grasp.

WHO OWNS THE APARTMENT? 

A Private House Association property is owned by you and your neighbors. You are in legal possession of your 
apartment, as well as being a member of the Housing Association owning the property and therefore also 
own a share of the property your apartment is situated in. 

A rental apartment is an apartment you rent / let with a letting agreement from a landlord owning the pro-
perty, like HSB for example. 

WHAT RESPONSIBILITIES DO I HAVE?
If you live in a Private Housing Association apartment you are responsible for paying a monthly fee to the 
Housing Association. You are also responsible for all repairs and majority of maintenance required in your 
apartment. 

If you live in a rental apartment you are required to pay rent every month, however you are not required to 
carry out maintenance or repairs in your apartment, this will be carried out by the landlord. In both cases 
you are responsible of looking after the apartment with due care and not disturbing neighbors.

WHAT DECISIONS CAN I INFLUENCE?
When living in a Housing Association you are able to 
influence a lot of decisions, this is the general idea with a Housing Association as a form of ownership and 
living. When it comes to your own apartment you are able to make decisions regarding colour schemes, wall 
paper, tiles, flooring etc. However, should you wish to carry out major constructive work such as moving any 
supporting walls or water mains and pipes, you will need to ask permission from the Housing Association. 

As a tenant living in a rental property you are entitled to redecorate using wall paint and wall paper in your 
apartment, as long as it is carried out to a professional standard.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
When buying a Housing association apartment on the 
property market you will need to pay for the purchase 
of the apartment. In order to do so you are likely to 
need a mortgage from a bank, this means that you will 
be paying the bank interest fees and potential instal-
ments on the mortgage on a monthly basis as well as the 
monthly fee to the Housing Association. 

As a tenant living in a rental property you are only 
required to pay the rent on a monthly basis to your 
landlord. 


